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Special  Education  and
English Learning Develop-
ment students of San Marcos
performed the play Shake-
speare’s “Much Ado About
Mothing " The performance
took place in early December
and was an amazing sensation.

The main plot of “Much
Adp About Nothing” revolves
around the relationship of two
young lovers, but alse man-
ages to focus on the battle of
the sexes between charac-
ters, Beatrice and Benedick,
“It's a play about love and
the obstacles that are some-
times thrown in our way be-
fore we can unite with the
girl or boy of our dreams,”

said  director Mr.  Levien,

Most of the students in-
volved in the play are new
to English as well as now
tocacting. A few students
that acted in the play are,
seruors  Hrick: Anderson
acting as Benedick, Brian
Ruiz as Dogberry Gustavo
Sandoval as Don Pedro,
junior Cindy Reyna as Be-
atrice, sophomores Karla
Ramirez as Hero and Di-
ego Vasquez as Claudio,
along with the rest of
Mr. Levien's class.

“Mr. Levien knows what
he's doing and does a wonder-
fuljob. [hope toleam a lot more
fromn him,” says ‘Anderson.

The students and teachers
were dedicated to this produe-
tion. Every day during fourth
period the sludents prepared
for their performance. Mr.
Levien has been the back-
bone of this show since it be-
gan. “l wanted to give Eng-
lish learners and Special Ed
students equal access to the
performing arts curriculum
and a chance to work with a
gatekeeper author,” he said.

“I think that the hardest
part about the play is to mem-
orize all the lines. Sometimes
I'm shy so that makes it even
harder,” shared Sandoval

The tradition of this play
has been an amazing success

rliee thi= maonth.

“Much Ado About Nothing” storms San Marcos

mn the past, and was no dis-
appointment this vear. “It's a
greal way for students fo grow
in their language skills and
they also make extraordinary
Bains in terms of human de-
velopmenlt,” said Mr. Levien.
The play has gotten recog-
nition previous years from var-
ious organizations throughout
the community. “UCSB grad
students have been filming
and writing about our pro-
cess each year; and now the
Camegie Foundation has ex-
pressed interest in our work
as well” said Mr. Levien.
This play has proven to help
the studenls to improve their
English speaking, as well as
expose them to a new curricu-
Tum. “Much Ado About Noth-
mg” has been no different.
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The students af Mr. Levien’s class preformed Shakespeare’s “Much
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